
Life on the 
Streets



What are we called to do?

As Christians.

As Methodists.



What does the Bible say about homelessness?
Luke 4:16-19, 21

He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and 
on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his 
custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place 
where it is written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
    because he has anointed me
    to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
    and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”... 

“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”



True Fasting
Isaiah 58:6-7
“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:
to loose the chains of injustice
    and untie the cords of the yoke,
to set the oppressed free
    and break every yoke?
Is it not to share your food with the hungry
    and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter—
when you see the naked, to clothe them,
    and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? 



Give to the poor

Proverbs 19:17
Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord,
    and he will reward them for what they have done.

Proverbs 28:27
Those who give to the poor will lack nothing,
    but those who close their eyes to them receive many curses.



Protect the vulnerable

Psalm 82:3-4
Defend the weak and the fatherless;
    uphold the cause of the poor and 

the oppressed.
Rescue the weak and the needy;
    deliver them from the hand of the 

wicked.

-New International Version

“Enough! You’ve corrupted justice long 
enough,

    you’ve let the wicked get away with murder.
You’re here to defend the defenseless,
    to make sure that underdogs get a fair 

break;
Your job is to stand up for the powerless,
    and prosecute all those who exploit them.”

-The Message



The least of these

Matthew 25:34-36, 40
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by 
my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the 
creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I 
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you 
looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’



Matthew 25: 41-43, 45-46

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into 
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you 
gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a 
stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe 
me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’

“He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of 
these, you did not do for me.’

“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”



What does the United Methodist Church say?

“United Methodists should harbor no doubt about their responsibility 
to all those who live here on the earth, especially the poor, the 
homeless, and the mistreated. John Wesley’s concern for the poor 
and outcast was constant and extended far beyond acts of charity. 
He worked for just systems in which persons could with dignity 
stand on their own feet. Wesley advocated just relationships within 
the social order. When some have great abundance while others 
are homeless and hungry, the biblical task is not merely to help 
those in need, but to seek justice—to shift resources and 
opportunity so that all are at the table, all are fed, all experience the 
abundance of God’s love, both physically and spiritually.”

-Book of Resolutions of the United Methodist Church - page 551



Justice
“Criminalization of personal behaviors or 
conditions perpetuates unfair racial disparity, 
class discrimination, stigmatization, and wastes 
resources needed for other purposes. Therefore, 
the Church supports the repeal of laws that 
criminalize personal conditions or behaviors. 
Examples include vagrancy, homelessness …”

-Book of Resolutions of the United Methodist 
Church - page 494 Homeless pregnant woman in 

Louisville, KY being cited for unlawful 
camping while she was in labor.



Advocacy

“The strength of a political system depends upon the full and willing 
participation of its citizens.The church should continually exert a strong 
ethical influence upon the state, supporting policies and programs deemed 
to be just and opposing policies and programs that are unjust.”

-Book of Discipline, Social Principles - The Political Community, ¶ 164B


