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Vacation Bible 
School and 

Project Serve 
were a hit!

Thanks to Ms. 
Tori and all the 

volunteers!



WEBSITE: The St. Paul website is our 
communications hub! To keep up with 
all the St. Paul news and activities, visit 
StPaulChurchKY.org. Bookmark it!
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DEATHS SINCE ALL SAINTS DAY 2020
Bill Dickinson - October 14, 2020
Meredith Garrett (Jones) - November 18, 2020
Bob DeWeese - November 25, 2020
Sharon Horn - December 11, 2020
Helen Barrier - December 18, 2020
Gloria Wenz - December 20, 2020
Don Bierman - December 24, 2020
Allan Morris - December 27, 2020
Dan Challman - January 13, 2021
Margaret Shepherd - February 1, 2021
Clarke Megill - February 4, 2021
Les Black - February 12, 2021
Joyce Roos - February 14, 2021
Betty Frank - February 26, 2021
Beth Challman - March 22, 2021
Mary Helen Zimmerman - April 12, 2021
Gerry Snyder - April 16, 2021
Jan Deaton - April 24, 2021
Pauletta Matthews - June 4, 2021

NEW TOWER DEADLINE SCHEDULE!
We’re moving up the Tower deadlines to 

better accommodate our work flow. Here’s 
the schedule for rest of 2021.

August Tower: Thursday, July 15, 5pm
September Tower: Thursday, Aug. 12, 5pm

October Tower: Thursday, Sept. 16, 5pm
November Tower: Thursday, Oct. 14, 5pm
December Tower: Thursday, Nov. 11, 5pm 

Submit articles and/or pictures to 
Sara Ferebee at sara@stpaulchurchky.org.
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Connect with St. Paul Church on 
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 

Most clip art from vecteezy.com.

Pastor Darren’s Weekly Phone Message
Each Wednesday, Pastor Darren sends an 
uplifting phone message. To receive these 
calls, email info@stpaulchurchky.org or leave 
a message at 459-1595.Prayer Requests: Send prayer requests 

or sign up to receive the Prayer Chain 
by emailing prayer@stpaulchurchky.
org or by filling out the form at the 
St. Paul website. The Prayer Chain is 
emailed throughout the week as prayer 
requests are received.

Worship Recordings: Our Sunday morning 
worship service is video-recorded. Find the 
recordings at StPaulChurchKY.org/sermons, or 
follow the link under Recorded Worship Services! 
Podcast: We’ve also restarted our St. Paul podcast, 
where the sermon will be available each week.

St. Paul Weekly Email - Stay informed!
Stay informed about the news and 
happenings at St. Paul. Subscribe at our 
website or email info@stpaulchurchky.org.

https://www.stpaulchurchky.org/
mailto:sara%40stpaulchurchky.org?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulumcky
https://www.instagram.com/stpaulchurchky/
https://twitter.com/stpaulchurchky
http://vecteezy.com
mailto:info%40stpaulchurchky.org?subject=
mailto:prayer@stpaulchurchky.org
mailto:prayer@stpaulchurchky.org
http://stpaulchurchky.org/sermons
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/st-paul-podcast/id1011198470?mt=2
mailto:info@stpaulchurchky.org
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YET NOT I, BUT THROUGH CHRIST IN ME

“The night is dark but I am not forsaken
For by my side, the Saviour He will stay
I labour on in weakness and rejoicing
For in my need, His power is displayed
… yet not I but through Christ in me.”

The  words of this song speak so deeply to me. They 
remind me of the scripture, 1 Corinthians 12:9-10, 
in which Paul tells us that when we are weak we are 
strong through the power of Christ which rests on 
us. Isn’t it incredible that it’s not up to us to measure 
up, or to be “good enough”? I know that I’ll never be 
good enough in my own strength! What a relief to 
let down my walls of pride, to let go of my doubts 
and fears, and just lean on the Lord.  All we need is 
the willingness to follow him and do his will, and the 
Lord does the rest. He can use any willing vessel to 
accomplish what he proposes. His  strength truly is 
made perfect in our weakness. 

Moses is the hero of our children’s music camp story 
this year.  He learned this lesson first-hand when he 
was called to the monumental task of leading God’s 
people out of slavery and into the promised land. 
Moses was hesitant and doubted his leadership 
qualities, among other things.  He even tried to 
make excuses and argue his way out of his calling, 
to no avail. Even though Moses didn’t understand 
God’s reason for choosing him, he did eventually 

come around. He decided to 
buy into God’s plan and give 
it a try. He had to lean heavily 
on the promise that Yahweh, 
the Great I Am, would strengthen him and go before 
him.

Not many of us believe in our own abilities. And 
often that fact, combined with our pride and fear 
of failure, keep us from abandoning our own plans 
and submitting to the call of God on our lives. The 
most amazing and humbling thing is that God uses 
broken people like Moses, and like us, to accomplish 
his purposes. 

One of my favorite weeks of the year is coming up 
July 6-10! You guessed it, St Paul Children’s Music 
Camp! During this week, I and plenty of other 
imperfect but willing people get to come together 
to teach these truths of the Bible to our music camp 
children. It’s such a joy to watch these same truths 
play out in our lives as we rely on God’s strength and 
use our gifts for his glory. 

I pray that our musical presentation of “Moses and 
the Freedom Fanatics“ (Sunday, July 11) will be a rich 
blessing to each of our participants, as well as those 
of you in attendance or watching online.

KARLA TEMPLE, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES

On June 10, a group of 21 people from St Paul 
UMC and Coke Memorial UMC gathered on 
Zoom for the first of a series of conversations to 
follow up on the previous discussion begun in 
the fall of 2020. Approximately a dozen people 
from each congregation have committed to 
building relationships based on honest and open 
telling of stories and listening for God’s leading.  
Recognizing the need for racial healing in our 
church and community and the call of scripture 
to “live in harmony with one another” (Romans 

12:15), we trust that  these conversations will be 
generative opportunities for spiritual growth and 
renewal in both our churches and beyond. All 
the joint conversations have been recorded and 
are available to listen to on the St. Paul YouTube 
channel, https://www.stpaulchurchky.org/coke-
memorial-umc/. If you are interested in becoming 
involved, contact Cullen Hornaday, cullen@
stpaulchurchky.org.

Continuing Conversations with Coke Memorial
by Cullen Hornaday

https://www.stpaulchurchky.org/coke-memorial-umc/
https://www.stpaulchurchky.org/coke-memorial-umc/
mailto:cullen@stpaulchurchky.org
mailto:cullen@stpaulchurchky.org
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WE NEED YOU FOR OUR STREAMING MINISTRY!
Calling All Techies! | Do you have an aptitude or interest in audio or video 
technologies? We are building our new streaming ministry team and are in 
need of willing hands to run the audio and video aspects of our streaming 
service. We need people to run cameras in Koinonia as well as people who can 
run the streaming broadcast and mix the audio for our online church family. We 
will train you if you have the interest but not the experience. Contact Lori at lori@stpaulchurchky.org.

We are also looking for Online Worship Greeters to act as a welcoming presence in the online comment 
area, greeting those worshipping online, sharing relevant website links, answering questions, and 
communicating technical issues to the streaming team. Currently, each greeter takes one Sunday per 
month. If interested, please contact Sara at sara@stpaulchurchky.org.

Story Time with Our Pastors
A Sermon Series

Join us for a special sermon series featuring three 
great children’s books: 

July 4: “Good News, Bad News,” by Jeff Mack
July 18: The Very Hungry Caterpillar,” by Eric Carle 
July 25: “The Rabbit Listened,” by Cori Doerrfeld

We didn’t forget July 11. Join us for 
the Music Camp musical, 

“Moses and the Freedom Fanatics.” 
Details on page 15. 

Our upgraded streaming equipment has 
been installed!

To Join Our New Streaming Ministry

Online 
Greeter

Camera
Operator Tech

Volunteer

Sound
Tech

We have been enjoying beautiful 
silk flower arrangements on the 
altar for over a year now. Special 
thanks to Laura Blankenbaker for 
all her help. Now that we are back 
in church in person, it is possible to have cut 
flower arrangements. If you are interested in 
purchasing the altar flowers for a Sunday and 
dedicating  them in honor of or in memory of a 
loved one, please contact BJ Fore at 502-458-
2702 or betty.jo.fore@gmail.com. Currently, 
there are many open Sundays.

Altar Flowers

mailto:lori%40stpaulchurchky.org?subject=
mailto:sara%40stpaulchurchky.org?subject=
mailto:betty.jo.fore@gmail.com
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Staff Spotlight
Bob Helvey, Ministry Assistant

To help members and friends of St. Paul to become better acquainted with the church staff, 
we will feature one staff member each month in the Tower and at the St. Paul website.

Greetings in the name of our God. I have been on 
staff about 17 months and came from a 15-year 
teaching career. Prior to that, I worked as a financial 
planner.

Most of you know Marilyn, my wife of over 50 
years. We have three adult children and three 
grandchildren (all above average). I enjoy fishing, 
bicycling, and photography. Anything to get 
outdoors. Did I mention fishing?

I believe that writing notes and cards are 
appreciated and longed for even in our modern 
world. I am a fountain pen aficionado so I love 
the wet ink approach. That’s why my hands are 
somewhat stained. Sending cards also allows the 
post office to partner with us and return mail with 
outdated addresses.

What do I do here as a staff member? The Resource 
Center has evolved into a fully stocked food pantry 
and clothes closet. We now deliver food supplies to
other areas of town and partner with #FeedLouisville 
which operates out of Douglass Boulevard Christian 
Church across the street. On June 12, we had 
a brand new experience - our very first Pop-Up 

Clothes Closet. The 
church bus was stuffed 
with racks and boxes of 
clothes and set up on 
the sidewalk near Fourth 
Avenue Methodist (4th 
& St. Catherine). Sara 
Ferebee suggested this 
as a way to get out and 
do real service in the 

name of Christ. We had a dozen volunteers who 
braved the heat to help over 70 people needing 
socks, underwear, t-shirts, and toiletries. This is 
ministry.

What do I do here as a staff 
member? I am excited, 
super-excited (to borrow 
Tori Brown’s catchphrase) 
to begin visiting our folks 
who are homebound and 
in nursing homes and 
hospitals. This is what I’ve 
missed most during these 
months of quarantine.

What do I do here as a staff member? I have 
office hours on Mondays and Tuesdays from 10-1 
to be available for anyone to drop off items for 
the Resource Center and friends who drop by for 
food and clothes. We 
are coming out of the 
pandemic thankfully and 
now are seeing faces 
uncovered for the first 
time in a year. These are 
adjustments to make 
while the cicadas swarm. 
Hopefully they will return 
underground soon and 
allow us to normalize. 

On July 18 th we return to “normal” albeit a “new 
normal” with services at 9 and 11 as we continue to 
livestream traditional worship. We are reaching
people out of our zip code and in foreign countries, 
so we press on toward helping to build up the 
Kingdom of God.

My favorite scripture is Romans 8:28 KJV
“And we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are called 
according to his purpose.”
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The SRT has been tackling numerous items In May 
and June. Below is a summary of their work.

1. The SRT has been working in partnership 
with Christian Action to devise a plan for the 
following: 
• Sending out a survey to the congregation to 

gauge where the members of St. Paul stand
• Mapping out the next steps for St. Paul based 

on the feedback from the survey
• Discussion about human sexuality and 

the upcoming decision at the General 
Conference in August 2022.  

2. Chairs for the new Vision Team have been 
identified and a team has been formed to begin 
the work on the goals St. Paul had determined 
at the Vision Summit. Ed Henson, chairperson, 
has met with SRT members to map out the next 
steps. A list of the Vision Team members and the 
goals are in this issue of the Tower. 

3. The SRT has been working with Sara Ferebee, the 
Communications Director, on creating an overall 
communication plan for the church. This work is 
in its final stages.

4. Ministry Architects led the church staff in two 
retreat days in May. This was the first time the 
staff had been together in person since the 
beginning of the pandemic. Their time was spent 
on team building, discussing best practices 
as a staff, reviewing the employee handbook, 

and crafting a staff covenant that outlines how 
the staff works together. The SRT and church 
volunteers sponsored a staff appreciation 
lunch to share their gratitude for the staff’s 
exceptional work over the past year. A church-
wide celebration of the staff of some sorts is in 
the works for later this year.

5. A revised Staff Development and Evaluation 
Process has been created in partnership 
with Darren with input from the staff and 
the Personnel Team. This process will be 
implemented beginning in August.

6. The Discipleship Summit is scheduled for August 
28 & 29 in which the staff and the Discipleship 
Committee will map out a discipleship pathway 
for all our members. 

7. There are several other items that are a work in 
progress at this time and they include database 
work, a welcome process for new staff, a process 
for reaching out to MIA members (missing in 
action) in the church, a newcomer process, and 
a game plan that outlines how decisions are 
made in the church in relation to programming, 
staffing, budgeting, and buildings and grounds.

The contract with Ministry Architects will be 
completed in August but the SRT will continue its 
work on items identified in the assessment report. 
That transition process has begun. 

Strategic Renovation Team Update - July 2021

St. Paul will be asking members to respond to a 
survey soon to find out how they feel about the 
language in the United Methodist Church’s Book of 
Discipline about homosexuality, same-sex marriage 
and ordination of gay clergy. 

The Strategic Renovation Team hopes you will fill 
out and return the survey when you receive it, and 
that you will participate in a series of discussions 
following the release of the results. The SRT wants 
to hear from all members as it works to move St. 
Paul to the future on this and other areas of concern 
to the congregation.

One important thing to know about the survey is 

that it will be only a measure of opinion—it will NOT 
change UMC rules, which can be altered only at the 
General Conference.

The survey will be anonymous—names of the 
respondents will not be recorded. You will be able 
to reply electronically or with hard copy through 
the Postal Service. The simple format will ask 
whether you agree or disagree with the language in 
the Book of Discipline. There will also be options to 
check if you are unsure or need more information.

There are two pressing reasons for St. Paul to 
highlight these issues:
(continued on page 7)

St. Paul to survey members about language in United Methodist Church Discipline



JULY 2021  //  THE TOWER 7

We are excited to share that the following congregation members will serve on the newly formed Vision 
Team to help facilitate the execution of the one-year and three-year goals the church defined during the 

Vision Summit in March (stated below). Thank you to the following members:

Vision Team Update

(continued from page 6)
First, we must decide what being a welcoming 
church means when it comes to LGBTQ members 
and nonmembers. This bears directly on St. Paul’s 
ministry and outreach in the neighborhoods 
and wider city in which we seek to minister. The 
different views about this at St. Paul have been 
identified by the Ministry Architects consulting firm 
and the St. Paul Strategic Renovation Team as one 
of the “pressure points” facing the congregation. 
The SRT plans to use the survey results to help 
guide discussion among St. Paul members on how 
it wants to move forward.

Second, because of strong disagreements among 
clergy and laity in the wider church about its stance 
towards LGBTQ persons, the United Methodist 
Church is facing a possible split into at least two 
separate denominations at the 2022 General 
Conference. We must prepare ourselves as a 
congregation to decide, in the event of a split, 

whether we remain with the UMC. The reason 
for that split would be disagreement over the 
issue of whether to remove the language in the 
current Discipline that forbids gay marriage and 
ordination. This is what the Book of Discipline 
states:

304.3: The practice of homosexuality is 
incompatible with Christian teaching. Therefore 
self-avowed practicing homosexuals are not to 
be certified as candidates, ordained as ministers, 
or appointed to serve in The United Methodist 
Church.

341.6: Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual 
unions shall not be conducted by our ministers 
and shall not be conducted in our churches.

If you have any questions, please reach out to SRT 
member, Ann Curtis at annQcurtis@gmail.com or 
call 502-727-9799.

Ed Henson: Team Chair
Gail Henson

Anna Twyman
Graeme Donovan

Tammi Kinser
Jason Ramsey
Carrie Burns

John Smithers

Beth Rose
Jon Fleshman

One Year Goals (Completion Date: March 2022):
* Implement a sustainability plan to ensure the Vision 
Team assumes ownership of St. Paul’s Vision over the 
next three years. Chair: Ed Henson
* Align church staffing structure to execute vision 
and mission, including ministry priorities and goals.
* St. Paul’s board has made a decision on the future 
of the white house; keep it and renovate it or sell it. 
If the board  decides on keeping the property, the 
project will become a 3-year goal.
* A seniors ministry has been established and 
implemented to better incorporate and support 
senior adults.
  
Three Year Goals (Completion Date: January 2024):
* St. Paul United Methodist Church has partnered 
with Coke Memorial United Methodist Church 
to build a collaborative ministry (discipleship, 
fellowship, mission, justice, etc.), including one 

annual event with 500 community participants.
* St. Paul’s Resource Center is operating and is fully 
staffed by volunteers; has a dedicated, trained staff 
person; and serves 300 people monthly.
* 300 people have volunteered annually in one of 
St. Paul’s ministry events or programs, including 100 
new people.
* 75% of St. Paul’s average worshipping attendance 
participates in a recurring activity outside of worship 
(including small groups, Sunday School classes, 
Bible Studies, etc.) at least once quarterly.
* 75 people have participated annually in a ministry 
for adults 22-35 and 30 have participated in a 
college-aged ministry.
* 75 families have participated quarterly in a family 
ministry, providing resources to equip, support, 
and encourage families in the community to grow 
together in Christ.

mailto:annQcurtis@gmail.com
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Mission and Outreach
July Mission Focus:

HCM’s Annual Summer Food and Back-to-School Supplies Drive
Highland Community Ministries is having its annual Summer Food and 

Back-to-School Supplies Drive during the month of July. Each congregation 
in the HCM area has been assigned certain items to collect.

St. Paul has been asked to collect:

Canned Meats
Backpacks

Deadline: July 28 at 1:00pm 

Blood Drive
Sunday, July 11 • 9:00am-1:00pm 

Youth Center, Family Life Center

The Summer blood shortage is underway. 
Please give if you can!

Donated blood will be tested for COVID-19 
antibodies. Donors will receive test results in 
5-7 days. If you have had the vaccination, you 
can give. Your test will record as “reactive,” not 
positive, for COVID-19.

Schedule your appointment online, and don’t for-
get to do Rapid Pass online the day of blood drive.  

1) Make an appointment: www.redcrossblood.org. 
We would prefer no walk-ins.
2) Use Rapid Pass on the day of donation. 
3) Wear a mask during donation, as required by 
Red Cross. Masks will be available on site as well. 
Temperatures will be taken prior to entering the 
Youth Center.

Next Methodist Mountain Mission Pickup:
Tuesday, August 3

Drop off donations of gently-used household items at 
St. Paul no later than Monday, August 2 at 1:00pm.

Some of their urgent needs, as of this writing, are:
Men’s summer clothes
Back-to-school clothes
Good pots and pans

Banana boxes
School supplies (notebooks, backpacks, paper, etc.)

A list of urgent needs can be found at their website:
https://www.methodistmountainmission.org/

MEALS FOR CHILDREN

The Douglass Community Center is now providing 
breakfast, lunch and dinner for youth ages 6-18 
years of age. Please spread the word to families 

who would benefit from this service.
 

Monday - Friday
Breakfast 9am • Lunch 11:30am • Dinner  3:30pm

 
 For more information contact:

Laneisha Beasley, Office: 502-456-8120

Please drop off your donations at St. Paul on Sunday mornings during worship 
hours or on Mondays or Wednesdays during office hours, 10:00am-1:00pm.

Donation boxes will be available in the Family Life Center lobby and the elevator lobby of the main building.

http://www.redcrossblood.org
https://www.methodistmountainmission.org/


St. Paul Mobile Resource Center
at Fourth Avenue UMC’s Open Door Ministry

Saturday, July 10
11:00am-1:00pm

Our first Mobile Resource Center was a hit! So we’re doing it again!

On Saturday, July 10, we will again load up the St. Paul bus and take it on the road to 
Fourth Avenue UMC’s Open Door Ministry to distribute new underwear and t-shirts, gently-

used shoes and summer clothing, hygiene items, and bottled water to those in need.

If you would like to volunteer to help with this event, please contact 
Sara Ferebee, Director of Communications & Outreach, at sara@

stpaulchurchky.org. If the July date doesn’t work, no worries! We plan to 
have this event every second Saturday.

Volunteers will help with set-up and tear-down, as well as distributing 
our resources to Open Door’s guests. 

Based on our first event, we’ve determined some the items that were popular or most 
needed. The following items can be dropped off in the Resource Center bins in the Family 

Life Center lobby or the elevator lobby in the main building.
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St. Paul’s Ongoing Mission Partners:
Highlands Community Ministries

Smoketown Family Wellness Center (SFWC)
United Methodist Children’s Home

United Methodist Mountain Mission

Smoketown Family Wellness Center 
Book Wish List

Carmichael’s offers a 20% discount on books 
purchased for SFWC. Check out the Wish List:

carmichaelsbookstore.com/wishlist/716

• New white men’s t-shirts, sizes L-3X
• Large-sized men’s shoe, esp. sizes 11-13 
• Men’s shorts
• Baseball caps
• Deodorant
• Individually-wrapped quality toothbrushes
• Toothpaste 

• Disposable razors
• Body soap (bar soap) 
• Plastic bags (like Kroger or Target bags) -  

we use these as shopping bags for our 
guests to take home the items they choose

• Ziploc bags - quart and gallon sizes
• Sunscreen

R E S O U R C E  C E N T E R

AT ST. PAUL CHURCH

Ongoing Resource Center Needs!
• Pop-top canned ravioli, spaghetti, etc.

• Pop-top canned Vienna sausage
• Individual fruit cups

• Healthy snack or fruit bars
 • Bottled water

mailto:sara@stpaulchurchky.org
mailto:sara@stpaulchurchky.org
https://www.hcmlouisville.org/
https://smoketownwellness.org/
https://www.kyumh.org/
https://www.methodistmountainmission.org/
https://www.carmichaelsbookstore.com/wishlist/716
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During a recent meeting of the Discipleship 
Committee, there was discussion about reviving a 
Men’s Group within our church. Many members of 
our church have fond memories of such groups in 
the past, so the Discipleship Committee wanted to 
see if there was an interest in reviving this tradition.

It’s envisioned that this group would meet on 
a regular basis and could involve elements of 
discussion, a book study, Bible reading or service. 
However, it would be up to the group as to what 
direction it would like to take.

If you have an interest in helping to form such 
a group please reach out to Dustin Woods  at 
dustin@stpaulchurchky.org. Also, if you’re not 
available to help form the group, but would like to 
participate in the group once it started, it would be 
great if you indicated that to Dustin as well.

Women of the Word 
Bible Study

Meets Wednesdays at 10:00am 
Room 113 (Zoom option available)

It’s not too late to join the Women’s Wednesday 
Bible Study on the Psalms of Ascent! You can 
attend whatever weeks work for you.  Our 
book is based on Eugene Peterson’s A Long 
Obedience in the Same Direction. Discipleship 
in an Instant World (order on Amazon).

Just show up Wednesday at 10:00 in room 
113 to share in study and fellowship or join by 
Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83265179614 
1-929-205-6099   
Meeting ID: 832 6517 9614

June 30 Theme: Joy.  Psalm 125 and 126  
July 7       Theme:  Patience  Psalm 127-129
July 14      Theme:  Hope. Psalm 130 and 131  
July 21 No Class
July 28      Theme:  Faith. Psalm 132-134

For more information, please contact Gail 
Henson at 648-2201 or grhenson@gmail.com.

St. Paul Men’s Ministry 
Group Forming

Seeking a Sunday School class?  We hope you’ll 
visit The Love One Another Class, also known as 
LOA ! This is the oldest continuous class at St. Paul.  
We meet in the (air-conditioned) chapel!   

The class uses the Cokesbury Adult Bible Studies 
Series. Each chapter’s format is standard:  a focal 
scripture and its context, a purpose for the lesson, 
a discussion of the scripture, and reflections. In 
two years, the curriculum covers most of the Bible. 
The three units of Bible lessons in this quarter unify 
around the theme, Respond. The lessons move 
through various responses people of faith are 

called to make as they live out their faith in both 
good times and difficult ones. The material lends 
itself to growth and discussion. The class has socials 
periodically.  

On June 27 and July 4, the class will meet at 
9:00am, adjourning for the 10:00am service. 
Starting July 11, the class will meet at 9:45am 
(between services). We hope you’ll stop by on 
Sundays!

Want to learn more? Contact Kathleen Mynhier at 
494-5678 or kathleenmynhier@gmail.com

The Love One Another (LOA) Class Invites You to Join Them!

mailto:dustin@stpaulchurchky.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83265179614
mailto:grhenson@gmail.com
mailto:kathleenmynhier@gmail.com
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Guided Meditation continues with Monday 
evening and Wednesday morning groups. 

First, third, and fifth Monday evenings, 
7:00-8:15pm by free conference call

First, third, and fifth Wednesday mornings, 10:30-
11:45am. First Wednesdays, July 7 and August 4, 
we will have an in-person option in the Parlor for 
those who are fully vaccinated. Masks optional. 
Third and fifth Wednesdays by Zoom. 

Email Marilyn Stoner at marilynstoner@fastmail.fm 
for details on joining the groups. More info:
www.stpaulchurchky.org/guided-meditation/

Guided Meditation Prayer Beading 
Second Sundays, 1:00-3:00pm
July 11 and August 8 
Common Cup

Join Kim Smith in the Common Cup on the second 
Sunday of the month at 1:00pm to make some 
prayer beads for yourself and others. All supplies 
and instructions are provided. Enjoy this relaxing 
and creative time of fellowship. 

Must be fully vaccinated to participate.

If you have been around St. Paul for a while, you will 
remember Virginia Watkins who served on the staff 
as Director of Adult Ministries until her death in 2011. 
Virginia was a much-loved member and staff person 
at St. Paul. Virginia introduced many to a spacious 
spirituality and to spiritual formation practices and 
disciplines such as contemplation, silence, centering 
prayer, lectio divina, and discernment, especially 
through the Companions in Christ series. When 
she died, the Windsong Room was created in her 
memory and houses her library.

I had the pleasure recently 
to meet Virginia’s two 
granddaughters who were 
visiting St. Paul with their mother 
for a wedding. They said they 
heard there was a library in 
honor of their grandmother, 
Virginia, and asked if they could 
see it. I was so happy to take 
them to see the Windsong 
Room, which is located on our 
ground floor, room 108.

I told them that the rocker is from Virginia’s office and 
that whenever you went to her office and sat in that 
rocker, she acted like she’d been waiting for you and 
had nothing else to do but talk to you. One of her 
granddaughters who was sitting in it said, “My dad 
told me about this rocker!”

I told them how much Virginia meant to all of us, 
what an impact she’d had on our church, and how 

she could always see not only what you are now, but 
what you could be. I shared with them that her son, 
David, made the labyrinth that hangs on the wall and 
Pat Taylor made the beautiful, quilted wall hanging. 
The Thursday morning Discernment group added 
the Louisville Stoneware platter that says “Peace to all 
who enter here. In loving memory of Virginia Walker 
Watkins” and the favorite photo of Virginia.

It’s been 10 years since Virginia left us but her 
spirit and the gifts she gave us live on. I was so 
pleased to have the opportunity to meet her darling 
granddaughters who seemed so pleased to see 
the room. I was also glad to be reminded about the 
Windsong Room. The foundation of the library there 
was Virginia’s, with books on spirituality and spiritual 
formation having been added over the years. Carl 
Helmich has lovingly cataloged the library. As you 
come back to the St. Paul building after this time 
apart over the last year, stop in the Windsong Room, 
sit for a quiet moment, check out a book if you like. 
It’s a lovely place of remembrance for a moment of 
contemplation and peace.

The Windsong Room: An Unexpected Encounter
by Cathy Miller

mailto:marilynstoner@fastmail.fm
http://www.stpaulchurchky.org/guided-meditation/
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The first day of business sessions of the Kentucky 
Annual Conference (Tuesday, June 8), opened with a 
stirring worship service in which Bishop Leonard Fairley 
preached an extraordinarily powerful sermon.

Just before he preached, the singing and instrumental 
music group struck the theme: 

“He is jealous for me,
Loves like a hurricane; I am a tree,
Bending beneath
The weight of his wind and mercy…”

The sermon text from I John 4:15 made the strong 
assertion: “We have known and believe the love that 
God has for us…” Drawing on this and surrounding 
verses in the Johannine discourse, as well as on the 
remarkable arguments of Paul in I Corinthians 13, 
Bishop Fairley challenged the online gathering with a 
series of ringing avowals and questions:

• “Know the love… show the love… what if it really is 
that simple?”

• “Love is the one core, non-negotiable value for 
those who claim to be followers of Jesus.”

• “If I do not have love, I have nothing, gain nothing, 
speak nothing, know nothing, do nothing.”

• “Is love strong enough to heal our church, heal our 
nation, solve our problems?”

• “Is love really the answer? Is it that simple?”
• “We hold that love can overcome all obstacles.”
• “When all seems to be gone, love endures…love is 

eternal.”
• “Love is liturgy; it is the work of the people.”
• “The followers of Christ must model a different 

path, a better path.”
• “It’s impossible to love God, whom you’ve never 

seen, and not love your neighbor.”
• “Everyone who loves is born of God, knows God, 

abides in God; and God abides in them.”

I urge everyone to watch the service at this link: 2021 
Opening Worship. You’ll be moved and inspired.

A second hard-hitting time of worship was the service 
of Lament and Remembrance, which can be found at 
this link: 2021 Service of Lament. Opening with the 
solemn tolling of bells at eight different UMC churches 
across the Conference, the service was led by Rev. 

LeTicia Preacely with a wrenching and moving lament 
for the lingering wounds of racism.
 
Prior to the Consent Calendar being approved, the 
Conference approved a motion by Dr. Kathy Ogletree 
Goodwin to remove from the Calendar the report 
on Strengthening Black Churches (SBC21). Later 
Dr. Goodwin proposed a motion to appoint a full-
time executive director with a funded budget to the 
committee implementing this plan. Her motion was 
referred to the Council on Finance and Administration 
to report on its budgetary implications, before being 
submitted for a vote.

Rev. Kevin Burney reported to the Conference on 
progress made in the past six months on anti-racism 
training, which is mandatory, on a quadrennial basis, 
for all clergy and laity in leadership positions. This 
training is managed by an Anti-Racism and Cultural 
Competence team, chaired by Rev. Shirley Burke 
(of Coke Memorial UMC, with whom St. Paul is now 
in regular conversations); among the 11 members 
of the team are Rev. George Burke (also of Coke 
Memorial UMC), and Jonna Carter, Co-Lay Leader 
of the Conference, and Chair of the Kentucky UMC 
Commission on Religion and Race.
               
It’s not easy to summarize the work of more than 800 
churches with their 150,000 members.
The online Kentucky UMC Annual Conference, June 
6-8, was a model of efficiency, driven by five things:

• Weeks in advance, a well-organized Resource Book 
(137 pages long) was sent out containing all 72 of 
the reports to be affirmed, approved and adopted. 
The Resource Book - to be read and absorbed by 
conference delegates in advance – also laid out 
how decisions would be made.

• All delegates were urged to take a training session 
on electronic voting.

• As many as possible of the reports in the Resource 
Book were affirmed, approved and adopted in 
one comprehensive vote, achieved by including all 
but two of the 72 reports on a Consent Calendar 
(the two exceptions being Board of Trustees and 
Council on Finance and Administration), and the 
stipulation that for any other of the remaining 70 
reports to be considered individually, they must 
be first removed from the Consent Calendar by 

Kentucky United Methodist Church Annual Conference, June 6-8, 2021
Report by Graeme Donovan, Lay Delegate from St. Paul UMC

This report, along with the video links referenced, can also be found at the St. Paul website (under Connect)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JdzVW56weyE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JdzVW56weyE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_jcBas-Ijk
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a majority vote of approval by delegates. That 
happened with only one other report.

• The two business sessions were tightly managed 
by the Bishop, so that all essential business was 
transacted with dispatch, with minimal questions, 
proposals, and discussion “from the floor”.

• Video presentations were prepared in advance 
covering a number of key ministries of the UMC 
in Kentucky, and those videos were played at 
appropriate times during the proceedings, 
especially during pauses while votes were being 
tallied electronically. Similar videos made up the 
bulk of the content of the one-hour Session for 
Laity on Sunday, June 6. That session also included 
brief statements by the two Lay Leaders of Annual 
Conference, Jonna Lang Carter and John Denham, 
as well as the Presidents of United Methodist Men 
(Mark Stallons) and Women (Paula Taylor), and Lay 
Leaders of several of the ten Districts in Kentucky 
United Methodism.

Among other notable points from the Conference 
were:

• Outstanding singing and music by a group whose 
offerings enriched the services of worship.

• Jason Moore’s telling presentation on “5 Things 
Your Visitors Are Thinking But Won’t Ask”; a long 
litany of advice for ensuring that newcomers to 
your church – who “do not love you yet” - return 

and make their home with your church, instead 
of vowing not to come back because of your 
unfriendliness, or mistakes you made in presenting 
yourselves to them. 

• Service of Commissioning and Ordination – a 
moving and solemn welcome to four new full 
elders, one admission to the elder track, and 
recognition of an associate, all “binding themselves 
to the service of God”; with a fine sermon from 
retiring Bishop Mary “Dindy” Taylor, centered 
on words of Luke 24:27, “that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in the 
Messiah’s name to all nations”; and the reminder 
that if we don’t believe there can be a change of 
heart, we have nothing to preach.

• Twelve churches completed the processes 
necessary for disaffiliation from the Kentucky UMC, 
and their processes were affirmed by a vote of 
Conference delegates.

• The Conference celebrated and affirmed manifold 
works of love by lay people, caring for people 
in dire distress of every imaginable kind, an 
inspiration to everyone present.

• The Bishop honored and celebrated 25 years of 
service by Pastor Darren, who heads the Board of 
Ordained Ministries.

• In 2022, the Conference budget will be $6.4 million 
and the June meeting will be in Owensboro.

• The August 2022 General Conference will consider 
the negotiated Protocol of Separation.

The Congregational Care Team invites 
you to consider being a Care Bearer, 
a person who would like to extend 
care to people in a variety of ways! 
The Congregational Care Team ideally 
is made up of members of every age 
and stage of life who would like to 
provide some form of care.  

Care can take many forms. You may 
feel called to send notes, visit people, 
call people who may need a friendly 
voice, reach out to the sick, provide 

meals, sit with people, or 
many other things. With a 
large congregation, we hope 
to have a group of people 
who can step in and bear 
God’s care to others. 

Want to be a Care Bearer? 
Please contact Gail Henson 
at 648-2201 or email her at 
grhenson@gmail.com.

Want to be a Care Bearer?

mailto:grhenson@gmail.com
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To stay up-to-date on Youth events, please: 
- subscribe to our mailing list 
- join the St. Paul Youth Facebook Group 
- follow @stp_youth_group on Instagram 
- follow @stpaulumc_youth on Twitter 

July 11, July 25, August 8, August 22 • 6:30pm
Summer Family Movie Nights in McAdams Hall! 
All are welcome, snacks available for sale. 

July 6-10 • 9:00am-12:00pm - MUSIC CAMP! 
Email karla@stpaulchurchky.org to volunteer.

July 9 (time TBD) - Lunch after Music Camp & 
Bowling! More details to come!

July 10 (11am-1pm) - Youth are invited to 
volunteer to help Sara Ferebee with the Mobile 
Resource Center at Fourth Avenue UMC! 
Email sara@stpaulchurchky.org or youth@
stpaulchurchky.org to sign up.

July 18 - Holiday World outing! We’ll attend the 
9am Koinonia service together. Then, we’ll grab 
a lunch and carpool to Holiday World! Lunch is 
provided and Holiday World tickets are $25. We 
need to order tickets 24 hours in advance and 
make sure we have enough seats for everyone, so 
we will need RSVPs. Email youth@stpaulchurchky.
org or text the Remind to RSVP. We will also need 
reinforcements (adult chaperones/drivers).  If you 
are willing to drive a group or ride along and be a 
designated adult please let Janet or Billy know.

August 5 - Wesley Manor Work Day. We’ll meet 
at 9am at St. Paul and carpool over. Lunch will 
be provided. We look forward to an ongoing 
partnership with Wesley Manor into the school 
year as well. Thank you to Carrie Burns for 
facilitating this partnership! 

August 22 (time TBD) - Back to School Bash! 
Keep an eye out on social media for more info as 
the date gets closer. 

Youth Summer
Schedule

July 12 • 6-8pm
Common Cup, Family Life Center
We are holding a young adult fellowship event 
at St. Paul on Monday, July 12 at 6:00pm. It will 
include dinner from Qdoba, an opportunity to 
socialize, yard games, and a welcoming of any 
ideas for things we can do together as a group. 

Child care will be available. Please join in the fun 
as we take this next step in getting our Young 
Adult ministry rolling. Hope to see you there!

Question? Contact Rev. Dustin Woods, Associate 
Pastor, at dustin@stpaulchurchky.org

Young
adult

kick-off

Summer Family 
Movie Nights! 

Second and Fourth Sundays, 
6:30pm in the Youth Center

July 11: Double Feature: 
  Frozen & Frozen 2
July 25:  The Lego Movie
Aug. 8: Finding Nemo 
Aug. 22: Coco

MOVIE SCHEDULE

Questions? Contact tori@stpaulchurchky.org

mailto:karla@stpaulchurchky.org
mailto:sara@stpaulchurchky.org
mailto:youth@stpaulchurchky.org
mailto:youth@stpaulchurchky.org
mailto:dustin@stpaulchurchky.org
mailto:tori@stpaulchurchky.org
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We need YOU to consider becoming a Sunday 
School Teacher or Teacher Assistant! 

The Children’s Ministry is in need of teachers and assistants 
for the 2021-2022 Sunday School Year! 

You can make a difference in the life of St. Paul kids!

Contact tori@stpaulchurchky.org 
for more information!

Have you ever dreamed of being a superhero?

Children’s Music Camp 2021 

Moses and the Freedom Fanatics
Tuesday-Saturday • July 6-10 • 9:00am-Noon

Two Performances • Sunday, July 11 • 9am & 11am

St. Paul UMC’s Annual Music Camp is an incredible and memorable time 
for kids entering grades 2-7. Choral music, folk dance, rhythm games, Bible 

Story time, and outdoor play time are all a part of the fun!

Registration costs $30. To register, scan the QR code with your phone to go 
directly to the registration form or visit stpaulchurchky.org/music-camp.

----------->>>>>>

mailto:tori@stpaulchurchky.org
http://stpaulchurchky.org/music-camp
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St. Paul’s Mobile Resource 
Center served over 70 
guests at Fourth Ave. 

UMC’s Open Door Ministry 
on June 12. Learn about 

our next event on page 9.


