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Get your 2021 
Star Word on 
January 3, during 
drive-through 
communion.
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DEATHS
Sharon Horn - December 11, 2020
Cleve Iler - December 11, 2020

MEMORIALS

In memory of George Hauck 
from Jan and Nancy Krause

In memory of Bill Dickinson
from
JT and Robbie Johnston
Les and Ruth Black
Robert and Nancy Bruce
Bill and Mary Brumfield
Raymond Klein
Linda Doolittle
Bud and Sharon Satterly
Royce and Linda Bailey
Merrylen Sparks
Kenneth and Rhoda Peters
Aldersgate Class
Carl and Glenna Heimerdinger

In memory of Carolyn Joyce
from Tommie and Sylvia Huckabee

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT TOWER ISSUE

Monday, January 18 at Noon 
Submit articles and/or pictures to 

Sara Ferebee at sara@stpaulchurchky.org.
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Connect with St. Paul Church on 
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 
Find updates on upcoming events, and 
share your pictures and thoughts from 
your favorite St. Paul Church activities. 

All clip art from vecteezy.com

On the cover

Brad and Pauletta 
Matthews reveal 
their 2020 Star 
Words last January. 

On the back

A sampling of the Christ-
mas stockings given to 
the 121 students at the 
Waller-Williams school.

mailto:sara@stpaulchurchky.org
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulumcky
https://www.instagram.com/stpaulchurchky/
https://twitter.com/stpaulchurchky
http://vecteezy.com
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REFLECTIONS FROM STAFF AND MEMBERS ON THEIR 2020 STAR WORD

Harriet Harper: I have been thinking about my star 
word a lot this year. As the year progressed it became 
evident that my word was certainly appropriate For 
2020! My word was....flexibility!

Ever since the pandemic set in, I have had to remain 
flexible in order to meet the challenges that I faced 
almost every day to stay healthy and to protect the 
health of others. Instead of meeting for lunch with my 
friends, I have spent many hours on the telephone 
with them. Instead of attending church, I have shared 
the virtual services on Facebook. This year was the first 
time I have ever voted by absentee ballot.

As I anticipate the holidays ahead, I will have to resign 
myself to eating alone instead of in a family setting. 
Gifts will need to be mailed or left on the doorstep. 
Even FaceTime cannot make up for a holiday hug!

In all of this I have to be grateful for extra time to spend 
in meditation, prayer, and in the presence of our Lord. 
I am thankful for the extra awareness of the needs of 
others that has evolved from the separation we feel. 
May God continue to lead and guide us through this 
valley and may we look for and find peace and joy that 
comes through trust in Him.

Mary Paige Taylor: Two weeks into starting this job, I 
didn’t expect to find “peacemaking” as my star word. 
The first thing that came to mind was a line from “I 
Heard the Bells on Christmas Day,” and it says “in 
despair I bowed my head, ’there is no peace on earth’ 
I said.” When the pandemic hit, that line came back to 
my head because of how much everything seemed to 
fall apart around me. There were countless situations 
of unrest everywhere and I felt my heart break more 
each day. Then I decided that peacemaking was more 
about being intentional in creating my own situations 
of peace because no one was going to provide it for 
me, especially not now. I began practicing intentional 
gratefulness and taking more time away from social 
media to sit in silence, and found more peace than I 
ever expected to in times like this. 

Cullen Hornaday: Tolerance\ 1: a relative capacity 
to endure or adapt to an unfavorable environmental 
factor. 2: sympathy or indulgence for beliefs or 
practices differing from or conflicting with one’s own.

My star word this year has given me some challenges. 
When I received it last January I had no idea about the 
significant ‘unfavorable environmental factor’ of the 

pandemic, nor the need to 
sympathize with others who 
had strongly differing beliefs 
from my own. At the time I 
went in search of a synonym 
and came up with the word 
‘bear,’ as in, “Love bears all things” (1 Cor. 13:7). Bear 
and tolerate aren’t perfect synonyms but this was a 
verse I could embrace and live with all year long.  

As it turns out, I have needed this verse and a lot of 
tolerance this year; everyone has. To be tolerant is 
to adapt to the rules of living with a deadly virus so 
that you protect yourself and others but still maintain 
connection. Love bears all things … To be tolerant 
is also a willingness to accept that people can have 
differing beliefs or practices but maintain mutual 
respect and compassion for the life experiences that 
have led to those beliefs. Again, love bears all things. 
When I put love before belief, personal preference, or 
comfort, tolerance easily follows. I’m grateful for the 
unexpected appropriateness of my star word. 

Sara Ferebee: From the outset, I liked this Star Word 
better than those I’ve received in previous years. 
Bridges carry hope and security, creating connections 
and providing safe passage. I was rather eager to see 
how this word would manifest itself. Would I need a 
bridge? Would I build a bridge? Maybe I’d need to 
seek shelter or hide under a bridge. Not long after 
receiving my word, I came across a small desk calendar 
featuring images of bridges and thought-provoking 
quotes about them, so I bought it right away. I put it 
in my office where it sat, largely unseen, when March 
came around and we all ended up working from home. 
As it turned out, 2020 has required me to both need 
and build bridges. As an introvert, I’ve probably coped 
better than some with the isolation that has come with 
the pandemic, but I’ve also noted my need for at least 
some interpersonal connections. Tools such as Zoom, 
FaceTime, and Google video chats became bridges 
to friends and family. In terms of my work at St. Paul, I 
entered into new roles, building bridges of connection 
for worship and new ways of communicating. The 
year demanded that I master new tools and explore 
new solutions to bridge the gaps in conventional 
communication. I’m happy to say I felt no need to 
hide beneath a bridge; all the bridges erected during 
2020 have facilitated connection, rather than shelter, 
and those bridges will continue to connect the St. Paul 
family beyond this challenging year.  



Star Words for Epiphany 
This is the 5th year the Spiritual Formation Team will 
be offering new Star Words for the coming year. As 
you drive through for Communion on January 3, 
you will be offered a word to travel with you through 
2021. Words can also be picked up during office 
hours at the main desk or can be mailed to you. 
Please send requests to Cullen Hornaday at cullen@
stpaulchurchky.org.

Suggestions for how to get started with your word: 
Look it up in the dictionary and in the Bible. Jot 
down an initial thought about it. Post a picture of 
it on social media and see what comments you 
get. Place it somewhere in your home or car where 
you’ll be reminded to ponder it often. Pray for God’s 
guidance in understanding your word.

Perhaps your word will challenge you to be more 
alert and present. Perhaps it will encourage you to 
try a new practice or let go of an old habit that is 

unhelpful. Perhaps it will become 
a quality of heart you are seeking 
or needing in your life. People 
have found that their star word 
helps them see daily life in 
new ways, offering wisdom for 
navigating difficult situations and 
relationships.  Sometimes new 
insights come from combining 
the words from previous years with 
your new word. Follow your word 
as the Magi followed the Star and 
see where it takes you in 2021.

We would love to 
receive any written 
or artistic reflections 
inspired by your word. 
Send them to Sara 
Ferebee at sara@
stpaulchurchky.org.
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Weekly Phone Message from Pastor Darren

During this time of separation due to the 
coronavirus, Pastor Darren has been sending 
out an uplifting message by phone on 
Wednesday mornings. To receive these 
calls, please send an email to info@
stpaulchurchky.org or leave a message 
at the church office at 459-1595.

St. Paul Weekly Email - Stay informed!

Each Friday, St. Paul sends an email to 
hundreds of recipients with information 
about all the news and happenings at 
the church. If you would like to receive 
these emails, please send us an email 
at info@stpaulchurchky.org.

STAY CONNECTED!

Prayer Requests: Send prayer requests or sign up to receive the Prayer Chain 
by emailing prayer@stpaulchurchky.org or by filling out the Connection Card, 
which you can find under the Worship tab of the St. Paul website.

VIRTUAL WORSHIP: Did you know the Facebook Live service is posted to the St. Paul website each week? 
If you can’t be with us at 10:00am on Sundays, via Facebook Live, you can watch the service at a later time 
at stpaulchurchky.org/sermons, or follow the link from the homepage under Recorded Worship Services! 
We’ve also restarted our St. Paul podcast, where the sermon will be available each week.

mailto:cullen@stpaulchurchky.org
mailto:cullen@stpaulchurchky.org
mailto:sara@stpaulchurchky.org
mailto:sara@stpaulchurchky.org
mailto:info%40stpaulchurchky.org?subject=
mailto:info%40stpaulchurchky.org?subject=
mailto:info@stpaulchurchky.org
mailto:prayer@stpaulchurchky.org
https://www.stpaulchurchky.org/connection-card/
http://stpaulchurchky.org/sermons
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/st-paul-podcast/id1011198470?mt=2
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WORSHIP AND LEADERSHIP IN JANUARY 2021  
The new year is a time of re-commitment. We’ll begin our year worshiping together on January 
3. Our focus is the story of Epiphany when Magi from far away see a star, follow it, and meet 
Jesus. They meet the one named Emmanuel, which means ‘God with us’.  The Good News for the 
beginning of our new year is that God is with us wherever we go.

On January 10 in worship, we will read about Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptizer and renew our 
own baptism vows. 

Both of these services prepare our hearts for the new year and all that it holds.

LEADERSHIP ORIENTATION FOR CHURCH LEADERS 
January 23, 9:00am-Noon, via Zoom

All those serving on a ministry or administrative team are invited to gather on Zoom, on 
Saturday, January 23 from 9 - Noon. We’ll host our annual leadership orientation, which includes 
discipleship formation and planning for the new year.  

A prayer for the New Year:
May God make your year a happy one!
Not by shielding us from all sorrows and pain,
But by strengthening us to bear it, as it comes;
Not by making our path easy,
But by making us sturdy to travel any path;
Not by taking hardships from us,
But by taking fear from our heart;
Not by granting us unbroken sunshine,
But by keeping our face bright, even in the shadows;
Not by making our life always pleasant,
But by showing us when people and their causes need us most,
and by making us anxious to be there to help.
God’s love, peace, hope and joy to us for the year ahead.  Amen
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Please mark your calendars for a Healing and 
Wholeness Service Sunday, January 17 at 10 a.m. 
on St. Paul’s Facebook Live page. Our main goal 
for the service is to name any hurt, grief, or anger 
people are feeling, acknowledge it, and move 
together toward healing and wholeness. Using 
meaningful stories, music to move the spirit, 
and guided meditation, the healing service will 
move through the themes of Love, Confession, 

Forgiveness, Reconciliation/Unity, and Service. 
Participants will include members of the Strategic 
Renovation Team (SRT), Prayer Team, Youth, 
Worship Team and church leaders. 

Have a question or concern? Members of the SRT 
Team encourage you to reach out for a confidential 
one-on-one conversation. Please contact:

Service of Healing and Wholeness

Sunday, January 17 at 10:00 am 
on Facebook Live

Ray Fore
papa.fore@gmail.com

502.458.2702

Ann Curtis
annQcurtis@gmail.com

502.727.9799

Robert Burns
rburns2112@gmail.com

502.773.0262

Julie Roberts
julieroberts1219@gmail.com

502.727.4481

Sal Rubino
srubino9@gmail.com

502.548.2121

Joanne Milo Fleshman
jmilo58@yahoo.com

502.552.7291

Fireside Chat 
January 13 at 6:30pm, via Zoom

As part of St. Paul’s work with Ministry Architects to 
assess and build a healthy church and clear vision, 
the Strategic Renovation Team is holding its first 
Fireside Chat of the new year on Wednesday, Jan. 
13 at 6:30 p.m. There have been a few of these 
sessions where church members have gathered 
to learn about this work. There have been positive 
conversations about a variety of activities, and 
individuals have been blessed by these connections. 

The Jan. 13 session will focus on the stresses 
our church has felt with the departure of some 
valued staff members at the end of 2019. As 
many know, there have been disagreements 
among church members as to the cause of the 
staff changes, and some hard feelings continue. 
If you would like to be a part of this Fireside 
Chat, please register in advance for this meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZwtduGgrDkuHNcqgKu5gTUhIaufINJHRFOb. After 
registering, you will receive a confirmation email 

containing information 
about joining the 
meeting. You will receive 
an email with a link 
you can use to join the 
meeting on Wednesday, 
Jan. 13 at 6:30 p.m. 
Please note that the 
confirmation email you 
receive may say 6 pm as the start time but it’s 6:30 
pm. Ministry Architects reserves the Zoom line early 
for any team members to gather a few minutes 
before the Fireside Chat begins. 

There are many positive developments at St. Paul, 
and we have a strong, creative staff team leading 
our services and activities. We appreciate the 
commitment of ALL our staff members. While there 
have been disappointments, there is excitement, 
as well, about our future and new community 
connections

Previous Fireside Chat Recordings
You can watch recordings of past sessions at the 
St. Paul website: stpaulchurchky.org/fireside-chats/

mailto:papa.fore@gmail.com
mailto:annQcurtis@gmail.com
mailto:rburns2112@gmail.com
mailto:julieroberts1219@gmail.com
mailto:srubino9@gmail.com
mailto:jmilo58@yahoo.com
http://www.stpaulchurchky.org/fireside-chats/
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As we have experienced, 2020 has been a year of 
changes. The 2021 Diaper Drive for MIHOW is one 
of those changes.

MIHOW (Mothers and Infants Health Outreach 
Workers) at Henderson Settlement in southeastern 
Kentucky, is a program that was started several 
years ago by Vanderbilt University to help mothers 
and infants in Appalachian areas. St. Paul UMC 
has supported this program by supplying diapers, 
wipes, and clothing for children. Last February, we 
delivered 4833 diapers, 12,133 wipes, and $495 to 
the program.

For our January 1- January 
31 diaper drive, we ask that 
you make donations of cash, check, or Amazon 
gift cards. These can be sent to St. Paul and labeled 
for the diaper drive. At the end of January, we will 
use these contributions to order diapers to be 
delivered to MIHOW at Henderson Settlement for 
this essential program that helps so many families in 
southeastern Kentucky.

Thank you for your contributions. 
Contact Ray Fore 502 458-2702 with questions.

SPAMS Diaper Drive Fundraiser
January 1-31, 2021

Some images from the 2020 collection drive.

EVERY MONTH A MISSION
At St. Paul, we focus on a different outreach 
opportunity each month. The Beyond the Walls team 
is currently working to develop the “Every Month a 
Mission” schedule for 2021. 

In January, we will have a fundraiser for Mothers 
and Infants Health Outreach Workers (MIHOW) at 
Henderson Settlement in southeastern Kentucky to 
assist them in buying much-needed diapers. See the 
details in the article below. 

Our third annual Stop Human Trafficking conference 
will take place in February (see details on page 9), 
so our February mission drive will support Esther’s 
House, which acts as a safe place for those who are 
recovering from the trauma of human trafficking and 
domestic violence.

Mission focuses for the rest of the year are still in 
the works, but you’ll see some familiar names, like 
Highlands Community Ministries and the Waller-
Williams school, as well as some new organizations.
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Milestones
On Sunday, December 6, the Kentucky Conference 
met in Clergy Session as part of our first virtual 
Annual Conference. Below is my view from the 
clergy session as chair of the Board of Ordained 
Ministry. The Clergy conference includes updates on 
the pastors of the Kentucky Conference, including 
any change of status. One highlight is always 
those who have completed requirements toward 
ordination.  

Our associate pastor, Dustin Woods, was approved 
for commissioning, which is an important step in 
the ordination process. He and others will be fully 
celebrated at Annual Conference next year.  

I asked Dustin to share some about his experience.  
”For me, commissioning represents both a milestone 
and an affirmation on the path to ordination. God 
placed the call to pastoral ministry on me five 
years ago, in 2015. I first became a candidate for 
ministry and then a Licensed Local Pastor in 2016. 
While I was a local pastor, I spent 4 years at Asbury 
Theological Seminary preparing for work in full-time 
ministry. With these prerequisites and experiences, I 
applied for commissioning as a provisional Elder in 
the Kentucky Annual Conference. 

The commissioning process requires the submission 
of paperwork, responding to theological questions 
in writing, submitting examples of leading, 
preaching, and teaching, and also medical and 
psychological evaluations. It also includes interviews 
with a Covenant Team, which serves to both support 
and approve a person for commissioning. The 
process also involves working alongside a mentor, 
and working with the Office of Ministerial Services 
and the Board of Ordained Ministry. In short, it 
is a lot of work, but also an opportunity to build 
relationships and grow spiritually and vocationally.

I feel honored to have been called by God to 
embark upon this journey. Being commissioned, 
I feel affirmed in my vocation as a pastor. I have 

grown through the process and have made friends 
along the way. I look forward to what God holds 
in store in the remainder of my ordination journey. 
Even in the midst of the challenging time we face, 
my experience reminds me that God goes before us 
and that He calls us to meet Him in what He is doing 
in the world and in people’s hearts.”

I know you’ll want to join me in celebrating and 
praying for Dustin, Emily, and their family as Dustin 
continues to work with the Board of Ordained 
Ministry on ordination and conference membership.  

“How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who announces 
peace, who brings good news, who announces 
salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’“ 
(Isaiah 52:7)

Grace and Peace,

Darren

My view from the Virtual Clergy 
Conference. - Darren



JANUARY 2021  //  THE TOWER 9

Save the date! Planning is underway for the Third 
Annual “Stop Human Trafficking” Conference.  At 
this time, we expect it to be conducted virtually. It is 
planned for Saturday, Feb. 13, 2021, from 10:00 AM 
to 1:00 PM.

Speakers will include:

- Ms. Teena Halbig, entrepreneur, business woman, 
past President of the Kentucky Division of the United 
Nations Association, and Public Policy Chair for 
American Association of University Women (AAUW) 
Kentucky and AAUW Louisville branch.
Ms. Halbig will speak about human trafficking laws 
and legislative initiatives in Kentucky, as well as 
cyber security initiatives targeting human trafficking.

- Mr. David James, President of Louisville Metro 
Council
Mr. James will speak on the human trafficking 
situation in Louisville, law enforcement, and impacts 
of COVID.

- Ms. Summer Dickerson, human trafficking survivor 
and founder of the Women of the Well Ministry, a 
Christian based ministry that spreads awareness 
of human trafficking and domestic violence, and 
founder of the Esther House which shelters survivors 
as they recover.
Ms. Dickerson will speak on recent developments in 
her ministry work.

Below are some images from last year’s conference.

Save the Date!
Stop Human Trafficking

Third Annual Conference
Saturday, February 13 • 10:00am - 1:00pm

Rev. Shirley and Rev. George Burke, pastors of Coke 
Memorial UMC will host a viewing of the movie, 
A Question of Faith, followed by a discussion on 
Zoom. Grab your popcorn, hot chocolate and a cozy 
front row seat and tune in for a heartwarming movie 
and discussion with our friends at Coke Memorial.

Topic: Movie Night with Coke 
Memorial UMC
Time: Jan 19, 2021 07:00 PM 
America/Kentucky/Louisville

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86300707283

Meeting ID: 863 0070 7283
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,86300707283# US (Chicago)
+16465588656,,86300707283# US (New York)

Dial by your location
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)

Meeting ID: 863 0070 7283
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.
us/u/kwELtLCeJ

Movie and Discussion with Coke Memorial United Methodist Church
January 19 at 7:00pm, via Zoom

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86300707283
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kwELtLCeJ
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kwELtLCeJ
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St. Paul will provide an update 
on in-person KICS+Tweens 
activities following JCPS’s 
decision and will provide an 
update if/when one becomes 

available. We hope to restart soon with our new 
Director of Children’s Ministry! 

Worship Packets: Pick-up every 4th Sunday from 
3:30-4:00pm or 5:30-6:30pm. If you can’t pick up, 
your packet will be mailed or dropped off at your 
home. Questions? Email tori@stpaulchurchky.org, 
check the St. Paul Kids Facebook page (facebook.
com/stpaulchurchkids/), or check the church 
website (stpaulchurchky.org/kids/).

Children’s Choirs: Resuming January 13
Music Milestones Play and Learn (for ages 3-5) 
meets by Zoom, Wednesdays 5:30-6:00pm. 
Choir for grades 1-6 meets by Zoom, Wednesdays 
6:30-7:30. Our choir times are fun and interactive, 
with lots of movement and play, Bible time, music, 
learning and sharing!
All kids are welcome! Contact Karla Temple for 
Zoom info: karla@stpaulchurchky.org.

Meet Tori Brown, St Paul’s new Director of 
Children’s Ministry. Tori began her new role on 
Monday, December 14. We are so excited to have 
her join the St. Paul staff!

Hello! I am Tori Brown, and I am 
very excited to join St. Paul as the 
Director of Children’s Ministry! I 
am a native of the Louisville Area 
and have been attending Christ 
Church United Methodist for the 
past 20 years. I hold a bachelor’s 

degree in Interdisciplinary Studies, and a Minor 
in Computer Information Systems, from Western 
Kentucky University. I am currently in the process 
of becoming a Licensed Local Pastor in the United 
Methodist Church, and I cannot wait to see where 
God leads me in this call. In my free time, I run my 
own photography “business” that is free to families 
in need. When I am not taking pictures, I am usually 
with my cats Connor and Chloe. I truly believe in the 
words of John Wesley, “Do all the good you can, as 
long as you ever can.”

Youth Group Zoom resumes on 
January 10th at 5pm! All 7th-
12th graders are invited. 

Youth Choir: currently 
suspended due to COVID; 
hoping to restart in February 
2021.
 

To stay up-to-date on Youth events, please make 
sure you are: 

- subscribed to our mailing list 
- added to the St. Paul Youth Facebook Group 
- following @stp_youth_group on Instagram 
- following @stpaulumc_youth on Twitter 

We are still selling face masks with 
our logo on them for $5 a piece! 
Please text/email Mary Paige to 
place your order. 

Camp Loucon!
As in previous years, St. Paul will pay half of your 
summer Camp Loucon experience. This is covered 
through a separate Loucon budget that the church 
has set aside to help our families in sending their 
kids to a place where we know God sets their hearts 
on fire. St. Paul will cover Tier 2, half of your total 
cost (for all of your children that go; not just youth), 
but we DO NOT cover any of the “extras” like water 
sports that cost extra money. 

Camp is always more fun with your friends! If you’d 
like to go together, plan on going during the 
following times:
- Sr. High (incoming 9th through outgoing 12th) are 
going to Sr. High 2 which is the week of June 13
- Jr. High (incoming 7th and 8th) are going to Jr. 
High 2 which is also the week of June 13. 

For St. Paul to cover your cost, you will pay the 
deposit, then send Mary Paige your statement, and 
she’ll tell you how much more you need to pay. If 
you have any questions, email 
marypaige@stpaulchurchky.org.

mailto:stpaulkids@stpaulchurchky.org
http://www.facebook.com/stpaulchurchkids/
http://www.facebook.com/stpaulchurchkids/
http://www.stpaulchurchky.org/kids/
mailto:karla@stpaulchurchky.org
mailto:marypaige@stpaulchurchky.org
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Remembering 2020
2020 has been a challenging year in many ways, but the St Paul community has continued to 

engage, connect, and reach out to others. Here are a few memories from the past year.



Non-profit Org. 
U.S. Postage

PAID
Louisville, KY 
Permit #404

ST. PAUL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2000 DOUGLASS BLVD
LOUISVILLE, KY 40205
502-459-1595
WWW.STPAULCHURCHKY.ORG

THE TOWERTHE TOWER
ST. PAUL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

VOLUME 68, ISSUE 1  // JANUARY 2021VOLUME 68, ISSUE 1  // JANUARY 2021

121 students at the Waller-
Williams school received 
Christmas stockings, thanks to 
the generosity of the St. Paul 
community. Thank you!


